. In vitro and in vivo Pressure-Volume curves of the esophageal balloon.
Within the intermediate linear section of the esophageal balloon PV curve, Pes is stable when the balloon is inflated in vitro (dotted line), whereas Pes linearly increases with the increase of the filling volume in vivo (open circles) due to esophageal elastance (Ees). When pressure generated by the esophageal wall is subtracted from Pes (Pes-Pew; closed circles), in vitro and in vivo curves closely parallel each other. V 0.5 was lower than V MIN , i.e. it was associated to balloon underfilling at end-expiration, in 42 cases (84%); V 0.5 was lower than V BEST , i.e. it was associated to suboptimal ΔPes in 47 cases (94%). V MIN was lower than V BEST in 37 cases (74%), being the V BEST -V MIN difference 2.0 ± 1.7 ml. 
